                                              OUR DWELLING-PLACE

In a letter dated March 29th 1951, given the title Spiritual Conquest of the Planet,1 Shoghi Effendi announced "the rise of the World Administrative Centre" of the Faith, "a process that had been kept in abeyance for well nigh thirty years, whilst the machinery of the national and local institutions of a nascent order was being erected and perfected."  About four months later a lecture was given on "Building Dwelling Thinking" to a group of leading German architects. The lecture "had an immense impact on architecture for it represented an axiomatic definition of architecture itself."2  The speaker's name was Martin Heidegger.
  -Ron Price with thanks to Shoghi Effendi, Citadel of Faith, Wilmette, 1965, p.91; and 2 Gunter Dittmar, "Upon the Earth, Beneath the Sky: The Architecture of Being, Dwelling and Building," Internet, 19 December 2001.

A whole new architectural form
and function was just sticking 
its head up upon the earth, 
beneath the sky, among mortals, 
marking the inception 
of the Kingdom of God on earth 
and the rise of the World 
Administrative Centre.

To create cosmos out of seeming chaos,
at the centre of ninefold articulates,
nine concentric circles and holy dust,
to create an identity, a tangible location,
dwelling place for our being, 
within the vast, shapeless and infinite 
continuum of time and space,
to affirm our presence, gain a foothold
in the universe, generating a matrix
where we would work, meet and play.

Structuring and articulating our relationship
to the sacred, to a vast system,
engaging the world around us
in an ongoing and creative dialogue,
gathering, condensing and giving presence
to our inner and outer worlds,
bringing them into harmonious congruence,
their mystery and meaning becoming manifest
to us in this world of existence
that we may confess His Oneness.

Every bestowal emanates from Thee.
Every benediction is Thine.1
This catalyst towards our dwelling,
mediating between ourselves
and our world; defining our being
and our sense of place in the world,
the beginning of an architectural idiom
in a strong, a deep, a rich cultural tradition,
only a century or two old,
far more than economics, technology
and fashion: and now we search 
for this place of our dwelling
and our meaning and our life.

1 Baha'i Prayers
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